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Introduction

This paper is an externally assessed written examination of 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
Candidates are required to choose two extended-response writing tasks, which are worth 25 
marks each. They are advised to write between 300 and 350 words for each title and split the 
time available equally between the two tasks. The number of words is approximate and 
candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the 
word count, provided that their responses are pertinent, purposeful and within the scope of 
the question. Lengthy responses may result in considerable digression, irrelevance and lack 
of focus.

The forms of writing could include: a discursive essay, a narrative or a descriptive account for 
a school assignment, a letter to a friend, a response to a newspaper article, an article for a 
school magazine, an email, a blog, a speech or an information leaflet. For a candidate to gain 
marks in this paper, evidence of accuracy of language must be accompanied by good 
organisation of the main thesis/ideas, relevance to the task and focus on the purpose and 
intended reader(s). Irrespective of language skills, a response will not be deemed satisfactory 
if it fails to show a clear focus on purpose and appropriacy with regard to the intended 
audience. Each question addresses one or more of the following writing purposes: to argue, 
to narrate, to describe, to persuade, to inform, to explain.

In general, candidates must demonstrate the following skills:

Communicate meaning effectively in written language in a variety of forms,  
genres and styles.
Focus writing on a particular purpose and audience.
Write imaginatively, using a variety of techniques.
Use a wide range of suitable vocabulary and accurate spelling.
Employ a variety of sentence structures for effect and structure work effectively.
Use complex structures.
Use the rules of grammar and the conventions of writing to create effect,  
variety and interest.

3 International GCSE Greek (First Language) 4GK1 02



Question 1 

Q1 elicited an essay for the school newspaper on the topic of the 'ideal profession'. The 
readership of this essay would most likely consist of the school community of pupils, 
teachers and parents. The purpose of writing was to inform and explain and the scope of the 
essay was expected to address, among others, parameters that influence decision making in 
relation to today's work landscape and a discussion of the competing priorities between the 
demands and rewards of an ideal profession and the nature of an individual's values and life 
plans. Even though personal preferences and details about one's work experience were not 
off topic, the focus of the piece was not the realm of a personal account of the type 'what I 
want to be when I grow up', but rather an exploration of what factors weigh in when 
identifying what an ideal profession is in the current work climate and the considerations and 
decision making processes that may take place in order to pursue it.

In addition to expectations regarding an explanation of the concept of the ideal profession 
and how it affects today's youth, by nature of the medium in which it is published (the school 
newspaper), the piece was expected to possess certain textual and linguistic features specific 
to the fact that the essay was intended to be read by the public and therefore arouse public 
interest by advocating either a specific view or a number of views. A good number of 
candidates succeeded in defining, comparing and contrasting concepts and even posing 
questions that aimed to stimulate a thinking process and pique the interest of their 
audience. Many addressed their readers directly, highlighting the importance of further 
discussion and training regarding such decisions and how one might go about preparing and 
building a resume that would make them standout as good candidates in the field of any 
'ideal' profession. These pieces were well linked, often employed sophisticated vocabulary 
and structures and revealed the writers' literacy skills and analytical thinking.

On the other end, a number of responses contained lengthy accounts of one's personal 
enthusiasm and experience of a certain job (for example, being a professional footballer), 
employing a register that was inappropriate for this medium, rather basic vocabulary and 
structures and omitting any conceptual references and discussion, or explanation, regarding 
the parameters that define professions as ideal for different people.

This response earned 22 marks, having scored from the top bands of the assessment criteria 
for communication and content and application and accuracy of language. Notwithstanding 
occasional spelling mistakes, slips in syntax and choice of words, the candidate organised 
their response well, maintaining appropriate use of register and mostly effective adaptation 
of language to inform, interest and give convincing personal opinions. The candidate 
expressed individual thoughts and ideas, without neglecting to give a more global view of the 
topic and presenting us with a wide range of relevant details.
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What is impressive about this candidate's performance is the 
comprehensive and holistic approach to the topic, that included an 
examination of all the different ways in which an 'ideal' profession 
might impact an individual's growth and happiness and the various 
paths to success. The candidate presented a range of fully justified 
individual thoughts in organised paragraphs that followed one another 
cohesively and coherently and did not lose sight of focus on the topic. 
The choice to discuss this issue at an abstract level consistently lent 
more legitimacy and credibility to the essay, as a good example of 
journalistic prose.

Make sure that you organise your thoughts in paragraphs that focus 
on a sub aspect of the topic and follow logically from one another. 
When you make claims about an issue, ensure that these are 
developed and substantiated with explanations that contain 
appropriate detail and, when appropriate, examples. This piece is 
linked in such a way, using structural techniques skilfully, to lead us 
towards a persuasive and succinct conclusion that flows naturally from 
the candidate's exploration of the subject.
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Question 1 

This response was awarded 15 marks. It has the makings of a good answer but fails to 
develop and finish its main argument in a persuasive and interesting way.
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Performance in this response is characterised by a tentative, one-
dimensional argument that does not lead to a comprehensive and 
detailed development of the candidate's ideas. The candidate makes a 
number of relevant points but the focus is restricted to what they enjoy 
in their chosen profession and does not address the characteristics of 
an ideal profession clearly. Even though it is considered acceptable to 
focus on personal preferences regarding one's chosen career, 
discussion at a more global level would have been beneficial. What is 
missing in this response is an acknowledgement of some general 
characteristics of the ideal profession and how this issue is received 
and discussed in different ways by different people. This would have 
lent more legitimacy and interest to a public-facing essay on this topic. 
It is also a piece that is short and stays limited in its scope and its 
potential to interest and convince as comprehensive and relevant.

Effective and clear communication is often a result of succinctness but 
one must ensure that economy and precision in discourse do not 
result in omissions and tentative explanations which ultimately affect 
the development of the argument and mark the piece as inconclusive.
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This example is worth 8 marks. The piece is poorly linked and its register and content are not 
fully relevant and appropriate for the task. The language structures are basic or constructed 
in an unsatisfactory way. 
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The content of this piece could have been an acceptable response to a 
different question of the kind 'what do you want to be when you grow 
up?' The candidate expresses an enthusiastic ( albeit unconvincing and 
unfounded) certainty about the ideal profession (το ειδανικο ομος 
επακγελμα είναι πυροσβέστης) but the level of discourse betrays an 
immaturity and lack of thoughtfulness in relation to appropriacy of 
content and register. The quality of writing and reflection in this piece 
fall short of the qualities and the preparation expected at this level of 
demand.

It is advisable to keep in mind the importance of clear Greek and 
careful presentation in your answers. Indicating the position of the 
stress is not optional, it is a given and a requirement for a piece to be 
considered mostly accurate.
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Question 2 

Q2 elicited a discursive piece in response to a journalist's statement regarding the negative 
impact of fake news on today's societies. This was also a public-facing piece addressed to the 
journalist in question, to be read by the newspaper's readers. Many candidates wrote 
coherent and pertinent responses, with ideas that followed a logical sequence and did not 
digress from the topic. Occasional misunderstanding of the question led to some irrelevance. 
This was in connection to the impact of the media on public opinion in general, rather than 
the impact of misinformation. At times, candidates misidentified παραπληροφόρηση as 'a lot 
of information', as opposed to the transmission of false or modified information with the 
purpose of misleading the public for certain reasons that may have to do with profit or 
political and corporate expediency. Other examples of various degrees of digression from the 
topic included a one-dimensional focus on advertising or the role of television in people's 
lives.

In addition to expressing unambiguously one's thesis on the journalist's statement, a good 
performance was expected to identify the forms of misinformation tactics, the various 
manifestations of its content, how it impacts society and the ways in which it may be dealt 
with at the personal or institutional level. Responses that scored marks from the top bands 
of the communication and content grid wrote subtle, sophisticated and thoughtful 
arguments that showed good levels of mature thinking, ability to explain and justify and 
appropriate application of register consistently. These pieces were well linked, often 
employed sophisticated vocabulary and structures and revealed the writers' literacy skills and 
analytical thinking.

Those responses that scored marks from the lower bands, contained gaps in their arguments 
or expressed ideas rather informally about the particulars of a single piece of misinformation 
that they knew about, for example the false news of the death of a football coach or the false 
claims of a certain brand in an advertisement. Because of this single focus, the overall 
purpose and relevance of the piece were either ineffective or obscured.

This response earned 24 marks is an example of excellent performance. Language is used 
consistently, imaginatively and there is evidence of appropriate range of sophisticated 
vocabulary and complex structures. Occasional slips in the way present participles are 
employed and some wrong use of vocabulary are aberrations in an otherwise confident and 
analytical piece of writing.
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The candidate succeeds in addressing all the different parameters of 
the issue of misinformation and constructs a compelling and 
comprehensive argument, with ideas following a logical sequence. 
They examine the topic from various angles and put forward 
convincing reasons for its prevalence, whilst also suggesting ways that 
it might be addressed and resolved effectively, for the common good. 
The register is appropriate to the purpose and intended reader and a 
number of specialist terms are employed. This shows that the 
candidate is well-informed about the topic and has thought it through. 
The piece is well-linked as a whole, despite occasional lack of economy 
in the way ideas are expressed, which leads to some paragraphs being 
unnecessarily long.

When you are faced with a choice of questions, ensure that you select 
the one that reflects your interests and preparation, especially if the 
medium and purpose require an elevated register and more specialist 
vocabulary. The consistent employment of vocabulary and structures 
that are appropriate to this particular task were so sharply focused on 
the issue of misinformation, that they created the impression of an 
ambitious piece, where occasional slips in spelling and structures were 
considered marginal.
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This response earned 14 marks. Communication is clear and a number of relevant points are 
made. Language is appropriate to the task with occasionally suitable vocabulary at the 
correct register. Spelling is sometimes accurate with some noticeable breakdown in 
grammatical inflections. 
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Performance in this essay shows understanding of the issue and 
conveys some relevant examples of misinformation, albeit without 
enough depth and analysis in the argument. The piece has the 
makings of good organisation but the main ideas in each paragraph 
remain undeveloped. The register is often inappropriate to the genre, 
there is inaccuracy in the use of vocabulary (αν υποστούν τα σωστά 
μέτρα) and some essential aspects of the issue are left unsaid or are 
not properly justified, for example, why or who benefits from the 
creation of συχησει.

The conclusion is an important part of a discursive essay. It ties 
together the main points of the essay succinctly (but not as succinctly 
as in this essay) and confirms the writer's thesis by summing up the 
main arguments without repetition. It also leaves the reader with the 
final impression about the writer's ability to analyse and explain. Avoid 
hasty and generalised one sentence conclusions that also make a 
radical claim (εύκολα να αντιμετωπιστεί) that has not been properly 
explored or clearly stated previously.
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Question 2 

This response earned 8 marks and made very few relevant points, with basic language and 
insufficient focus on the different aspects of the topic and the intended reader.
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This is a response that shows some confusion in the understanding of 
the question and the topic in general. It starts off with a statement of 
agreement with the journalist, but what follows, instead of being an 
exploration and justification of the position stated in the introduction, 
abruptly transitions to a positive description. This is at odds with the 
introductory statement and shows an apparent misunderstanding, of 
what fake news is. In the second paragraph the candidate equates 
'fake news' with 'news' and describes it, unconvincingly, as a beneficial 
presence in people's lives. They then go on to argue that it is a negative 
force but the justification is incomplete and the analysis remains 
superficial. Even though spelling is generally accurate, the range of 
vocabulary is not appropriate to the task, there is abundant repetition 
and the register is marked by an informal orality that does not belong 
in the medium of a public response to a journalist.

Even though it is advisable to consider a topic, especially a contentious 
one, from various points of view, a discursive piece must have an 
emerging thesis that shows the writer's position on the topic. If the 
writer is ambivalent, a logical exploration of different sides with 
persuasive pros and cons is essential in order to substantiate this 
ambivalence. The absence of such a process here leads the candidate 
to contradict themselves and establishes ambiguity and 
inconclusiveness.
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This response earned 11 points. Few relevant points are made with some arguments along 
the wrong lines and occasional ambiguity. 
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The essay starts with an acknowledgement that the journalist's 
statement is justified but does not transition well into exploring this 
position and the ideas that follow are not in a logical sequence. The 
focus is insecure and switches from the impact of exaggerated claims 
of commercials to unrealistic portrayals of superheroes in films to the 
factors that influence the choices that young people make when 
choosing a profession. Even though a sympathetic reader may suspect 
the underlying common threads of these ideas, the description is often 
muddled and the links between certain claims and the examples that 
are supposed to substantiate them are strained. There is some 
evidence of structural techniques in the form of paragraphs and 
conclusive remarks but the sequencing of ideas is only occasionally 
coherent and logical. The concluding statement, that the practice of 
misinformation may sometimes benefit society, is at odds with the 
position stated in the introduction and the general tone of the 
preceding arguments.

When examining the various aspects of a discursive topic ensure that 
there is consistency of opinion in the paragraphs that frame the main 
arguments, i.e. in the introductory and conclusive statements. The 
conclusion is not the right place to introduce a new aspect to the 
argument, in this case an unexplored and unsubstantiated benefit.
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Question 3

Q3 elicited a narrative about an unforgettable childhood experience. This memory, narrated 
in retrospect by a young adult and filtered through the consciousness of the more mature 
self, was to include not just a description of the experience, but also convincing and 
interesting details that would explain why said memory was memorable. In this respect, the 
challenge for the writer of this piece was to write with appropriate pace that builds 
anticipation and to provide the necessary textual and linguistic details that characterise a 
story that relies on variety and interest. Such characteristics include, for example, vivid detail 
that serves the purpose of setting the scene without becoming irrelevant and repetitive; 
development of a mood and tone that would escalate the description towards the climactic 
moment of revealing the 'unforgettable'; a self-conscious commentary by the adult 
consciousness through which this memory is filtered that explains clearly why this 
experience or event deserve to be thought of as 'unforgettable'. The fact that this question 
was about a childhood memory did not mean that the narration should be filtered only 
through, for example, the point of view of a 6 year old, but also through the point of view of a 
young adult, for example, a 16 year old, who looks back and reflects on this memory and its 
importance. Many candidates wrote with an excellent sense of purpose, variety and interest, 
providing a climactic moment in the plot of their memory or a thoughtful and sensitive 
commentary on an otherwise mundane event, which however was of personal significance to 
them.

On the lower end of performance, there were many essays narrating, with often superfluous 
details, preparations for a holiday, an airplane trip where nothing note-worthy happens, or a 
scene at a football match that would invariably stop short of building anticipation for a 
persuasive climax, other than the fact that a favourite team won. In essays such as the one 
required by Q3, where the content is characterised by a 'unique' event, the purpose of writing 
extends beyond providing description and information. The narrative structure, the 
development of character or plot ought to have a pace and rhythm that build anticipation or 
lead confidently towards an exploration and understanding of the 'uniqueness' of this 
moment for the writer. Often enough, such writing evokes thoughts and feelings that, even 
though may not be shared by the reader, are compelling enough to make the piece a 
pleasure to read. In conclusion, the story telling that is involved in this type of essay, is 
expected to go beyond simple report writing.

This response fulfilled the criteria for a fully comprehensive, relevant and interesting 
response and earned 24 marks. There is an impressive, high level of depth in this response 
and language is used imaginatively and confidently.
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This response about a memorable family holiday ticks all the required 
boxes for an excellent performance at this level and for this genre. The 
candidate describes the consistent details of their experience in a 
purposeful manner that links well with the compelling reasons why 
this experience was unique and formative. This is more than an 
account of a trip abroad. It is a story about a rite of passage, a learning, 
formative and enjoyable experience that impacted the writer's outlook 
and development. Using the description of the trip as a point of 
departure, rather than as the unique experience per se, the writer 
explains how the landscape, the architecture and the personal 
interactions in Barcelona shaped a new understanding of world 
cultures and forged their identity as open-minded, intercultural 
individuals with an appreciation for art.

When composing a response whose purpose is to communicate the 
significance of an experience, instead of simply describing the 
experience itself, consider including those details that would 
emphasise the interesting aspects and would justify the reasons why 
you considered this content worth narrating. Reflect on what to 
include and try to exclude information that may be true but does not 
add interest to the essay. This response is a very good example of what 
to include and what to exclude.
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This response earned 12 marks. Communication was clear and some relevant points were 
made.
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This is an example of performance that lingered more on relaying 
information about a trip, rather than reflecting on its significance. The 
narration included many details that did not contribute to the 
development of a coherent and interesting response. In fact, at times, 
the narrative appeared rather aimless and tentative.

Language in this essay is adequate for the task but the range of 
vocabulary and structures do not add appropriate variety and interest 
to the response. At times, the account of a holiday defies realistic 
expectations and lacks depth, for example, when the candidate, after a 
long preamble, explains how he and his friends got to persuade their 
parents to take them on holiday to Italy.

This was a response that was representative of performance that 
conceived of this essay as a matter of fact report, rather than as a story 
that is individual, pleasant to read and persuades the reader about its 
uniqueness.

A tentative response that takes its time to get to the point is not an 
effective response. Consider those ideas that highlight the purpose of 
telling a story and try to describe them in a way that captures the 
reader's attention.
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Question 3 

This response gained 5 marks. Communication is at basic level and the points made are 
difficult to interpret and ultimately of limited relevance. Language is basic with frequent 
errors that obscure meaning.
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Performance in this essay is hampered by the candidate's language 
skills and, very likely, by their level of maturity, which do not seem to 
be up to the task. A sympathetic reader gleans some details regarding 
the focus of the response and empathises with the predicament that a 
child on their first day of school find themselves in, but structures are 
too insecure to convey meaning unambiguously and effectively and 
the range of vocabulary is inadequate for a narrative at this level of 
demand. Spelling of high frequency words such as φίλος is often 
inaccurate and the references to the past – which this essay is reliant 
on – are often conveyed in the present tense. The candidate's language 
awareness frequently prevents them from making appropriate use of 
tenses.

It needs to be stated that performance in this paper by a particular 
profile of candidate may only be improved by taking more time to 
prepare for this exam. This response is an example of insufficient 
learning and limited knowledge of the conventions of Greek language 
and it is advisable to consider one's level before entering for this 
qualification.
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This script earned 21 marks. It satisfies the criteria for an interesting, thoughtful and relevant 
response. There is good level of depth in the development of the narrative and a very honest, 
moving, confessional tone that wins over the reader. 
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The candidate focused on a pivotal moment in the development of 
their personality and the building of their self-confidence by narrating 
their experience of a sports event in which they competed. The 
candidate manages to create a sense of the atmosphere and conveys 
in a vivid way their underlying anxieties and insecurities. In this 
respect, they establish successfully the significance of the memory as a 
formative experience that restored in them a sense of self-worth and 
belief in their potential. A little more economy in the description of the 
process that led up to the competition would have contributed to a 
better organised and developed response. Occasional clumsiness in 
expression and syntactical errors aside, language is varied and used 
imaginatively and fluently throughout.

In essays that require an autobiographical and confessional element, 
the conclusion confirms the depth of your response. It allows you to 
synthesise the feelings and ideas you have raised in your essay in a 
succinct way, in order to demonstrate their importance and facilitate 
the readers' engagement with your position or predicament. A good 
conclusion, such as the one in this essay, gives one the opportunity to 
end in the right, individual note and win over the readers. It is 
advisable to steer away from rehearsed, stock conclusive phrases, to 
give your readers a unique view of your subject that they can 
empathise with you and understand your process.
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Paper Summary

The candidates who sat this examination performed well. They were able to communicate a 
range of relevant points and those at a higher level of competence demonstrated clear focus 
on the task and the intended reader. Many were able to score highly from the top bands of 
the response criteria for Communication and Content (15 marks total) and Accuracy and 
Application of Language (10 marks total). The summer 2022 series focused on the following 
themes, which were also communicated to centres through the Advance Notice Guidance:

Youth Matters (Q3)
Media (Q2)
Business, Work and employment (Q1).

Although Q1 proved to be the most popular it was Q2 that yielded the best performance 
from the candidates who chose it. It was evident that candidates had prepared well in 
anticipation of the themes that had been communicated to them in advance. At the same 
time, this preparation included familiarisation with rehearsed answers and stock phrases 
that were sometimes injected into the main narrative/analysis without adequate regard for 
how well they contributed to the overall cohesion of the piece or the development of the 
main thesis. Expressions such as αναντίρρητα or θα ήταν παράλειψη να μην αναφέρω are 
appropriate only when they introduce an indisputable fact/a given or a significant detail that 
complements a previously stated detail, respectively. When inserted randomly, such cohesive 
devices or transition phrases disrupt the linking of the piece.

Candidates should also take care to read the advice listed on the front of the paper. There 
were instances of discrepancy between the question chosen and the answer provided and 
responses to two different questions being written in the same answer space. Candidates 
must also take care with their presentation. Illegible writing that mixes Greek and English 
characters and contains an inordinate amount of crossing out of words and sentences goes 
contrary to expectations for a legible and clear response.

The following are areas of strength identified in responses to all three questions:

Absence of ambiguity and good communicative competence.
Consistent evidence of relevance with content that was mostly on topic.
Appropriate application of grammar, including a mixture of basic and complex structures.
Employment of vocabulary that was impressive in range, although not always appropriate 
to the task or the purpose of writing.
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The following are areas that need improvement: 

Lengthy responses that provided detail that was detrimental to the narration/argument 
and often veered into irrelevance (Q2 and Q3).
Insufficient engagement of the purpose of writing and the profile of the intended reader, 
often resulting in inappropriate use of register and loss of focus (Q1).
Undeveloped discussion of concepts, in favour of empirical narration that avoided a more 
neutral position and exposition of an issue; explanations/analysis that focused mostly on 
the 'self' rather than the relevance of an issue to the community or its impact on society 
(Q1 and Q2).
Insufficient subtlety and creativity with regard to rendering convincingly an aspect of the 
question that was essential for a full explanation (e.g. the concept of the 'ideal' in Q1 and 
the concept of the 'unforgettable' in Q3).
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To conclude please consider the following: 

Ensure that there are plenty of opportunities to practice writing for specific purposes and 
audience under timed conditions. Familiarisation with the conventions of writing, for 
example, composing a letter to the editor of a media outlet or speech to inform and 
persuade one's fellow students about a certain issue, ensures that the writing task stands 
more chances of being securely focused on the purpose and intended reader.
Cultivate familiarisation with the assessment criteria, so that requirements are clear.
Choose questions carefully so that writing takes place from an informed position (when 
writing discursively) or from a position of experience and creative imagination that the 
candidate is at ease with.
When writing with the purpose of analysis and persuasion, it is advisable to consider 
different positions in an argument whilst always making it clear where one stands in 
relation to an issue. A clear introduction and conclusive remarks that link clearly to and are 
justified by preceding arguments are essential components of this genre.
When writing with the purpose of narration in order to interest/entertain, it is important to 
consider that there is enough variety, subtlety and creativity in the piece to fulfill the 
expectations that a reader has of such pieces.
Write succinctly but comprehensively and use the recommended wordage and bullet 
points as yardsticks of successful performance; avoid lengthy essays that spill over to an 
extra booklet as these contain digression and often a breakdown of cohesion and 
accuracy.
Use language imaginatively, persuasively, to interest or to inform and describe, without 
neglecting to also use a range of complex structures accurately.
Allow time to proof-read writing responses in order to achieve the highest possible degree 
of accuracy.
Indicate the position of the stress, where needed; this is not optional. Take care to spell 
inflections correctly, as inaccurate spelling in high frequency vocabulary and grammatical 
endings often hinder clarity and detract from the effectiveness of the piece as a whole.
Apply the conventions of register consistently and appropriately.
Be reminded of the importance of clear Greek and careful presentation.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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